Wood-Burning Stoves: An Efficient Home Option
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In today's society, we are
constantly looking for ways to
improve our quality of life.
Wood-burning stoves and fire-
places are one simple solution.
The trusty old wood heater of
yesterday has become a marvel
of modern heating technology.

In 1990, the US Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA)
mandated strict particle emis-
sions standards for stove man-
ufacturers. All stoves built after
1990 were required to be EPA-
certified. This means they are
much more efficient AND envi-
ronmentally friendly. A new
stove or fireplace won't pollute
your home’s interior with
smoke or other gases and you
won't see much coming from
your chimney either! This

means that the heat energy is

being used to warm your home
while burning up to one-third
less firewood. The new tech-
nologies actually raise the tem-
perature of the fire and allow
you to control the rate at which
the fire burns.

These new fireplaces and
stoves are a perfect match for
today's new energy efficient
homes. By designing a centrally
located fireplace or wood stove
into the home you can fully heat
a house of moderate size by
ducting the fireplace to all areas.
Plus the new, advanced model
stoves and fireplaces deliver a
reliable overnight burn - no more
getting up to feed the fire. Also,
during a power outage or other
emergency where there is no
power, you can still remain safe
and cozy in your home with a
wood-burning stove or fireplace.

TYPES OF STOVES
There are essentially two

types of wood stoves: catalytic
and non-catalytic. These terms
refer to the method employed
by the stove to keep them run-
ning cleanly and efficiently.
Catalytic stoves use catalytic
combustors while non-catalytic
stoves recirculate the smoke
and reburn it. Smoke isn't com-
pletely consumed in the burn-
ing process because some
woods require extremely high
temperatures to burn. The cat-
alytic stove lowers the required
burn temperature from 1200°F
to 600°F to achieve a long,
slow, controlled combustion
that allows the smoke to be
burned off rather than being
sent up and clinging to the
chimney.  Recirculating, non-
catalytic stoves use heavy insu-
lation in the firebox to keep
heat in, creating a very hot
environment which in turn
causes more complete combus-
tion of the wood.

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS
Today’s modern wood-burn-
ing stoves and fireplaces are
incredibly safe. They are
required to be safety tested,
and, when properly installed,
they are as safe as any other
modern  heating  system.
Chimney fires used to be a big
concern, but with today’s new
stoves and fireplaces, they have
become a thing of the past.

At CAFD, our staff is fully
trained and National Fireplace
Institute (NFI) certified in the
installation and operation of
our stoves, fireplaces and chim-
ney flues. We can help you get
the natural hearth of your
dreams while providing you
with the peace of mind in
knowing the installation was
done professionally and cor-
rectly to give you years of
warmth.
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